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Text: II Peter 3:1-11      

Intro
I. Jesus came once to die for sin and promised to come again in judgment and reward:
A. Jn. 14:1-6: He will return to take His followers home (Heaven).
B. I Cor. 11:26: We partake of the Lord’s Supper until He comes again.
C. I Thess. 4:13-18: He will gather the saints to Him in the clouds.
D. II Thess. 1:7-9: He will return for judgment.
E. Heb. 9:27-28: Man dies once and then the judgment – Jesus will return for salvation!
F. Rev. 1:7: When He returns in the clouds, every eye will see Him.
II. The church is depicted as a bride awaiting the arrival of the bridegroom (Mt. 25:1-13: Parable of the Ten Virgins; Rev. 19:7-8: “His bride has made herself ready; righteous acts of saints”)
III. Peter devoted time to discussing Christ’s Second Coming:
A. II Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slow about His promises (from 3:4).
B. II Peter 3:10: The day of the Lord will come as a “thief in the night.”
C. II Peter 3:10-11: The earth and its works will be “burned up.” 
IV. In light of the Second Coming and all that will take place, Peter makes a statement…
A. II Peter 3:11: “What sort of people ought you to be…”
B. II Peter 3 sets forth at least ten characteristics of the “sort of people” we ought to be!
V. Our character should comprise these traits to be ready to meet the Lord when He comes again!

Sincere 
A. II Peter 3:1: God’s people should possess “sincere” (NKJ: “pure”) minds.
B. Men live in sin because of selfish or impure minds:
1. I Tim. 6:3-5: False teachers have a “depraved mind and deprived of the truth.” 
2. Eph. 4:17-19: Men practice “every kind of impurity with greediness.”
C. Saints must have “sincere” (pure) minds:
1. Mt. 22:37-38: Christ said we are to love God with all our minds.
2. Phil. 4:8: Our minds are to be occupied with honorable, right, pure things!
3. Heb. 10:19-22: We draw near with a “sincere heart in full assurance of faith.”
4. Col. 3:9: “Do not lie to one another” – Speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15, 25)
D. Saints are to have the “mind” of Christ (NKJ), or the “attitude” of Christ (NAS)
1. Phil. 2:5: “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.”
2. Phil. 2:15-16: Obedience to God (like Christ) will prove us “to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach…” 
E. Saints are to have “sincere minds!”

Mindful 
F. II Peter 3:2: Saints should be “mindful” (NKJ) and remember (NAS) the word of God!
G. Saints should be reminded so that they don’t forget certain things:
1. Psalm 1:2: The faithful should “delight” and “meditate” on the word of God!
2. II Peter 3:2: Remember (NAS) the word of God by holy prophets.
a. The prophets spoke as inspired by the Holy Spirit – II Peter 1:20-21
b. Prophesies confirm the Deity of Christ – Acts 2:32-36; 17:2-3
c. The life of Christ confirmed O.T. prophecy – II Peter 1:16-19
3. II Peter 3:2: Remember the “commandment of the Lord” spoken by apostles!
a. The apostles are the “Ambassadors” of Christ – II Cor. 5:20
b. They were guided “into all the truth” – Jn. 16:13
c. They were given authority to “bind and loose” – Mt. 16:19; 18:18 
4. II Peter 1:9: Saints must not forget their purification from sin (blood of Christ).
H. Saints are to be “mindful” of (to remember) the “commands” of God!


Informed 
I. II Peter 3:5-8: There are some that “willfully forget” (NKJ) the things of God.
1. Rom. 10:1-3: Zeal without knowledge is not acceptable.
J. Saints are to be informed, and not to forget (not to “escape your notice” – NAS).
1. Must be informed of the danger of false teachers – II Peter 2:1-19
2. Must be informed of the temporal nature of material things – II Peter 3:10-12
3. Must be informed of the Second Coming of Christ – II Peter 3:8-10
4. Must be informed about judgment and eternal separation – II Peter 3:7; Mt. 25
K. Saints study God’s word so that they might be informed and teach others!

Holy 
L. II Peter 3:11: Being informed of the destruction of the world, “what sort of people” we ought to be is holy!
M. Saints are to be holy in the way we live – I Pet. 1:14-16 (Give up former way of life)
1. I Pet. 2:9: Saints are a “royal priesthood, a holy nation.”
N. What is “holiness?” 
1. Gr. hagios [hag'-ee-os ] (G40): sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated): -- (most) holy (one, thing), saint.
2. Sacred or sanctified is “to set apart” (for a specific use).
O. Saints are:
1. “Set apart” to God, separated from the world – Rom. 12:1-2; II Cor. 6:14-18
2. A “people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” – Titus 2:14
P. In light of the 2nd Coming, saints will “keep oneself unstained by the world!” (Js. 1:27)

Godly 
Q. II Peter 3:11: The 2nd Coming should cause one to live godly in all things!
R. “Godliness” is the opposite of doing what is right in our own eyes.
1. II Peter 1:4: The “corruption” in the world through lust.
2. II Peter 2:5-6: People in Noah’s day and in Sodom & Gomorrah were ungodly!
S. “Godliness” must be based on knowledge of God’s word – II Peter 1:3; Titus 1:1
1. The pursuit of material wealth can bring ruin – I Tim. 6:6-10
2. Child of God should pursue godliness and contentment – I Tim. 6:6, 11
T. “Godliness” is profitable in this present life and leads to the life to come – I Tim. 4:7-8
1. Titus 2:12-13: We are to deny “ungodliness” and live righteously and godly, so that we may look for the blessed hope of the appearing of Christ! (Preview of what comes next in the list in II Peter 3!)
U. By living godly lives now, the saint remains above reproach and has the hope of Heaven!

Conclusion
I. Jesus will come again! (II Peter 3:8-10)
II. In light of the Lord’s 2nd Coming, what sort of people ought we to be?
A. Sincere (pure) 
B. Mindful 
C. Informed
D. Holy
E. Godly
III. If Jesus were to come now, would He find us ready?
IV. Let us pursue these things that will lead to an eternal life with Jesus Christ our Lord!
V. May we be found ready for Jesus Christ’s Return!
VI. If you are not a Christian, you need to be. Repent and be baptized into His name!
VII. If a Christian in error, don’t wait till it’s eternally too late. Repent and be renewed!
VIII. Whatever your requests, let them be made known NOW while we stand & sing!
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