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The Loving Father & His Lost Sons
Prepared by Nathan L Morrison for Sunday June 19th, 2022
Text: Luke 15:11-32     

Intro
I. The beginning of Father’s Day:
A. June 19, 1910: The first Father's Day was observed in Washington State at the urging of Sonora Smart Dodd from Spokane, WA to honor fathers because her father raised her when her mother died.
B. 1924: President Calvin Coolidge recognized Father's Day as the third Sunday in June and encouraged states to do the same. 
C. 1956: Congress officially recognized Father's Day with the passage of a joint resolution.
D. 1966: President Lyndon Johnson issued a proclamation recognizing the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. 
E. 1972: President Richard Nixon permanently established it.
F. Sonora Smart Dodd lived to see her idea come to fruition. She died in 1978 at the ripe old age of 96. (A Brief History of Father's Day by Andrew Hollandbeck) 
II. Though this is a holiday to honor and remember our earthly fathers, today, on the anniversary of the first Father’s Day in our country, 112 years ago, let’s focus on our Heavenly Father, God!
III. There are three parables of Jesus found in Luke 15 that speak of the Loving Father we serve!
A. Luke 15:3-7: The Lost Sheep
B. Luke 15:8-10: The Lost Coin
C. Luke 15:11-32: The Lost (Prodigal) Son
IV. In all of these we often focus our readings and discussions on the sheep, coin, and son(s) because they seem to be the focus, and are often labeled that way in the headings of our modern English Bibles, but these really illustrate what a loving and forgiving God we serve.
V. Luke 15:1-2:
A. These parables weren’t told just “out of the blue” (as the saying goes), but in response to a complaint.
B. Jesus interacts with two different groups of people who will be represented in the last parable, the tax collectors & sinners, and the Pharisees & Scribes.
C. The tax collectors and sinners wanted to be near Jesus and to hear His words and concern for them.
D. The Pharisees and scribes complained saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” They would not tolerate them or associate with them.
E. In response, Jesus tells three parables that demonstrate the loving and forgiving nature of God the Father
VI. Let’s study the Parable of the Prodigal Son and see what Jesus said of the Loving Father & His Lost Sons!

I. The Prodigal Son
A. Luke 15:11-32: This parable has three main characters, a father, his youngest son, and his eldest son. The parable concerns the younger son in the first part.
B. There are many things we learn in the first part about the young son who left his father and later returned home.
C. The Young Son’s Error (Luke 15:11-16):
1. Self-will (Luke 15:12): He asked for his inheritance early (his father was still alive) and was only concerned with “self” with no real plan and wasn’t concerned with the consequences.
2. Separation (Luke 15:13): He traveled to a “distant country” away from his family and those who cared about him.
3. Prodigal Living (Luke 15:13): He “wasted his possessions with prodigal living” (NKJV) 
a. Prodigal (as most headings have it) means “reckless and extravagant” (NNIBD)
b. ESV: “reckless living”
c. HCSB: “foolish living”
d. KJV: “riotous living”
e. NASU: “loose living”
f. NET: “wild lifestyle”
g. NIV: “wild living”
h. NKJV: “prodigal living”
4. Selfishness (Luke 15:13): He spent his inheritance on himself and only thought of himself.
5. Destitution (Luke 15:14-15): Physical: He had nothing for when the famine hit! Spiritual: He turned to the keeping of someone else’s pigs (an unclean animal to the Jews – Deuteronomy 14:8) – An illustration of how bad things were and how far he had fallen.
6. Starvation (Luke 15:16): Not only was he in violation of the Law of Moses but he envied the pigs and desired to eat the “pods” that the pigs were eating but no one gave him anything!
a. Side Note: In his book, What Do They Hear?: Bridging the Gap Between Pulpit & Pew (2007) author Mark Allan Powell relates an account of preaching the Parable of the Prodigal Son to Americans, Russians and Tanzanians.
b. He asked American seminarians (preacher students) to briefly outline the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) after reading it and was surprised when only 6% mentioned the famine in Luke 15:14 but 100% mentioned the squandering.
c. He asked Russian preacher students to do the same thing after reading it and was shocked that 84% mentioned the famine and only 34% mentioned the squandering. They understood famines to be deadly since St. Petersburg suffered from a 900-day famine due to the Nazi siege of the city (Leningrad) during WW2, when 1.1 to 1.3 million Russian civilians died, mostly from starvation.
d. The Americans considered the son wicked, while the Russians considered the son foolish.
e. He later posed the question to Tanzanian preacher students, “Why did the son end up starving?” and 80% came up with a third answer: “Because no one gave him anything to eat” from Luke 15:16. They believed letting the boy starve was callous. People in a foreign country often lose their money, because they don't know how things work, and they don't anticipate famines. 
D. However the young son came to that state, envying the pigs their food and starving, Jesus let His hearers know that he had hit rock-bottom. 
1. Sometimes, it is when those who have turned from God hit rock-bottom that they decide to return (no matter who or what is at fault).
E. The Young Son’s Return (Luke 15:17-20):
1. Realization (Luke 15:17): He realized his father’s servants were better off than he was! He remembered how good it was back at home, they had “more than enough bread.”  
2. Resolution (Luke 15:18): He resolved to go back and face his father and confess his sins before God and his father.  
3. Repentance (Luke 15:19): He wants to return home and declare his unworthiness to be called a son and to beg his father to take him on as a hired servant! No longer the pride with which he left but a humble heart. 
4. Return (Luke 15:20): “So he got up and came to his father.” Repentance isn’t just thinking of change but is action, a change of direction. He resolved in his heart to return home and he set off to do what he said. 
F. The sinners and tax collectors and anyone who wanders far from God can always repent, change direction in humility, and come home to Him!
II. The Loving Father 
A. The young son learned a valuable lesson in humility and returned home and his father took action (Luke 15:20-24):
1. A reconciliation takes place (Luke 15:20): The father, seeing his son from a distance, RUNS to him and smothers him in hugs and kisses.
2. Hearing the confession of his wayward son the father reclothes him in the best robe and put a ring and sandals on him (Luke 15:21-22): The clothes signify his station as one of his sons and not as a hired hand.
3. A great rejoicing takes place (Luke 15:23-24): The father calls for a fatted calf to be killed and prepared for a feast because “this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.”
B. The loving father was filled with great joy that his “dead” and “lost” son had returned!
1. Sound familiar?
2. Ephesians 2:1-3; 4:17-19: People who are lost are “dead” in their trespasses and sins and are in darkness, having a “darkened understanding.” 
3. Through Jesus those who return to God are “made alive” (Ephesians 2:4-7) and “reconciled” to God (Ephesians 2:14-16), thus no longer being in “darkness” but “children of Light” (Ephesians 5:8)!
C. No matter how we “squander” or waste our lives in sinful living or how far we run from God, our Loving Father will embrace us and accept us as His children when we repent and return to Him!

III.  The Older Son 
A. Many times in our reading or explaining this parable we stop here and forget there is another character: the older brother
B. The older brother jealously rejects his younger brother (Luke 15:25-32):
1. He refuses to join in the celebration (Luke 15:25-28)
2. His father pleads for him to join in the celebration (Luke 15:28)
3. The older brother complains (Luke 15:29-30):
a. “For so many years I have been serving you” (Luke 15:29)
b. “I have never neglected a command of yours” (Luke 15:29)
c. “You have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends” (Luke 15:29)
d. “When this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him” (Luke 15:30) – Meaning, “your son left, lived a sinful life, and you still welcomed him back!”
4. The Loving Father’s response: “Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found” (Luke 15:31-32).
C. May we as Christians learn the proper way to receive the erring child who returns back to the loving Father – Not with jealousy but with joyous celebration! (II Corinthians 2:6-8)
1. “Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him.”
D. Let us learn to receive the lost who have been found with great celebration, arms open wide with forgiveness and words of comfort and love!









Conclusion
I. This is a parable of two lost sons:  
A. The sinners and tax collectors
1. People far away from God who need to be drawn in by the sacrifice of Jesus
2. Jesus said He would draw all men to Himself (John 12:32)
3. Jesus said He came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10)
4. Jesus said He came to bring two flocks of sheep into one fold (John 10:16)
B. The Pharisees and the scribes
1. The first two parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin were to teach them how they were to behave (celebrate when the lost are found).
2. This third parable, The Prodigal Son, showed them how they did behave (as the older brother) 
3. Like the older brother who said he never disobeyed the father’s commands, the Jews had repeatedly sinned and were in need of saving as well for they were the “lost sheep of Israel (Matthew 15:24). 
II. Lessons for earthly fathers: 
A. Treat your children with patience and benefit of the doubt. When they stray and sin and then return, show them forgiveness and love.
B. Give them words of encouragement and comfort.
III. The Loving Father in this parable teaches us the great patience and awesome love our Heavenly Father has for each of us, whatever state we are in, and the power of forgiveness!
A. Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
IV. Our Heavenly Father LOVES His children:
A. Even when they turn away from Him, and He watches for them in love!
B. Especially when they repent and return!
1. There is “joy in heaven over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:7)
2. There is “joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10) 
V. Which brother are you? 
A. Have you wandered away from God and never obeyed the gospel? 
B. Have you obeyed the gospel but strayed away in your heart?
VI. Whatever you have done, wherever you have wandered, you can have a joyous homecoming by repenting and returning to God and to His family!
VII. If you are not a Christian, you need to be. Repent and be baptized, and give the angels in Heaven cause to rejoice right now!
VIII. If a Christian living in sin, repent and He will forgive you. You can cause a celebration of angels in Heaven right now!
IX. Whatever your requests, let them be made known NOW while we stand & sing!





(NNIBD: Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
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The Loving Father & His Lost Sons    
Adapted from a lesson by Richie Thetford                                                                          
